The Negotiator’s Fieldbook: The Desk Reference for the Experienced Negotiator is a
must have for scholars and practitioners. Its strength is the diversity of authors and
ways of approaching negotiation across disciplines, conditions, and cultures. For the
military, it is central to what the Nation requires and expects. Military professionals are
expected to operate and produce good results across the spectrum of operations that
includes stability and reconstruction operations. Second, the military must know how to
negotiate with local and informal leaders in myriad cultural contexts. Third, there are
many organizations, to include non-governmental organizations, international
organizations, and regional organizations that are working to help societies rebuild or
cope in many areas of the world where states are failing or just too weak to provide
basic necessities. The military often finds itself among these organizations in such
places, and by acknowledging and harnessing the collective expertise of many of these
organizations, more can be done to bring peace and stability.
To be successful, military leaders and strategists must understand the roots of conflict
and the different organizations that can provide important expertise. That said, there is
no one-size fits all approach, but by using multiple lenses, theorists and practitioners
together will help identify blind spots that have hindered progress in the past. This
Fieldbook provides the necessary tool to advance both the work in the field and theory
development. I highly commend this book to all who are seriously committed to peaceful
resolution and a better world.
Note: These views represent the views of the endorser and not the Department of
Defense, Department of the Army, or West Point.
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